
Country Phno~opher'
- ,

, , '

'To catc'h, a, Lepre~haJln. . . , ~. . " '

'. BYAMOSARTHUR HOLMES

)'

Having an Imagination is 'the greatest
gift ever bestowed upon mankind. It
allows' you 'to escape those turbulent
evils of daily living ...boredom and'
apathy: ..and create for yourself a
mysterious wonderland of never was
and never has been. "
You might, iil the daytime, pick

cotton in the hot fields of Alabama but
that very same rilgbt you' can sit on the
throne of England. You can be mired in
the paralysis of city ghetto but with one
tiny push of the imagination you can
soar to freedom.
When I was a tiny child Iwould squat'

down in the field behind my grand-
mother's house and' (if extremely
quiet) Jwould see the eif asleep beneath
.the petals of the buttercup. My little
playmates would squat with me ... their
imaginations dormant' and un-
developed ...and they never once saw
the ell. ,
"There ain't -no el1 under that but-

,tercup." .
"Yes there is."
"We're going to teU your mother you

'beenlyiog." " , "
The children would tim to.my mother, '

shouting illy 'sinful behavior, and my Richelieii and lought the B~b8ry
.mother would say to them ... "Yes ... the· Pirates with Stepl\en Decatur, I hav~
elf is there ... .I've seen him with my own " walked down a dusty road tn Jen1salem
eyes." , 'and held the band ofJesus Christ.
'. Since that early childhood .1 have ,I have been a puppy, held in the arms,
nutured my imagination. Developed it. of adoring master. 1have been a 'male

.', Expanded it. J havekept it as a shield peacock strutting In maniy arrogance
when reality makes me weary. I have before MY' ladv fRlr. Artd once ...not too,
lived the lives of a thousand people and ' . long' ago ... 1saved80Uand by .thrustlng
visited a million places. J have Soared Diy flngetlnto leaking dike.' , ..
like: a bird ...climbed a mountain 'of ' I have been a mother' who has just
jellybeanS ...and danced with Marie"" lost her child and an orphan that

, ,Antoinette. "", , ,nobody, wants. I have' been a"
,~nave been a guest in a harem ~t magnificent s~g blasted into, eternity

, . contalned six hundred gifls and in the by a hunter's sporting instinct. I have
morning those g~rls carried me around I been an ornament on a Christntas tree,
on their shoulders shouting, praise for ' , and it turkey sandwich in a' hungry

, my stamina..' , .' child's lunch bag:,
lhaveI>eena'flythathasjustescaped I hav,e ,journeyed with fellow

the frog's darting tongue and I have,' crUsaderS in search of the Holy ,Grail-
been a candle shining brilliantly on a " and I bave toppled into a huge 'vat of
poor child's birthday cake.] have been' chocolate ice cream. I have discovered
a wine taster in France and worked as a I( cure for cancer and, flown bJl the back '
'toy maker for Santa Claus. ' ' of a goose Irom Canada to Texas.

I have ~ken all the pretty girls and ' I have answered a knock at my door,
kissed them on the lips., , and f(JUnda basket of desetted kittens.' I
I have waded from a sandy beach in. have gone over Niagra Falls in a barrel

,California and rocie a dolphin to Hawaii. and been elected President of· the
I have sip~ wine with, Cardinal' United states. • Mv'e sung, at 'the

I Metropolitan Opera and danced with
,Irene Castle.:
I have received the Congressional

Medal of Honor six times and (without
one single nail) built the Mormon
Tabernacle. I have been a sparrow
searching for food and a lonely man '

. searching for love. I haveattended toy ,
own _funeral 'and cried with great
anguish at my passing. .' " '
I have been chained in the bowels of Ii

slaveship and been helpleSsly lost in an
': Alaskan blizzard. "

I have been a blueberrymutnn held
, "ill tht! hands of a little, girl and I have ,I'

'rid~n a shooting stat to unknown 1

plal'lets. Ihave assassinated the maker .
, , of Castor Oil and, blugeoned to death the .J

creator of pantyhose. . ,',,t
My life has' been so much richer ~ ';

because of the fantasies conjUred up b.y _~
the power of ~y imagination. And I
pray that you readers haven't lost tftis
ability to dream. " '
\ Forit will make life so mucb:!lweeter
if you 'can ever m~ge to catCb a star.
Or if you ,can {just once in 'your

lifetime) see the elf ,beneath the but-
tercup." '
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